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A, A Short istory of Slovens Political Parties .

1, Tho Slovenian Liberal Party was created somo fifty years ago inthe days
of the Auatro-liungerlen State when Slovenian nationalist tendencies vere
bogimming to crystalize. It may be considered ns the counterbalence to
the Slovonian Clerical Party. The Liborel Party under its first leaders,
Dr. Ivon Tavear and Dr. Kerl Triller devoloped rapidly among the urban
intelligentsia. After their death, leaderchip was assumed by another
great leader, Dr. Crogor Zerjav, vho undertook to organize the Forty
smong the peasantry, ospecially in the Nove I'sstre Area.

2. In Yugoslavia, afbor lorld War I, the Slovemien Liberal Party united with
tho Serbian Democratic Party under tho leadership of Ljuba Davidovich
and the Crost Democratic Porty under Svetozar Pribicovich; in a split
which t ook place shortly afterwaerds the Slovenian Liberals joined Svetozax
Pribicevich in his "Indopendent Democratic Tarty". :

3, Uhen Dp. Zerjev died, tho Slovenian Liberals lost their strongest person-
slity, end his s coessors Dr. Iyan Xramer and Iven Pucelj not only failed
to maintain party strength, but,also destroyed party unity Y¥ vermitting
the formation of two factions: the first, !momm as the Pensant Liberuls
{led by Yven Pucelj ond Dy. Drapgo Marusich); the second, {led by Dr. Ivan
Kramer end Dr. Dine Puco), wns kumovm as the Citiszons' factiom.

4, As & logieal result of this situntion, tho Churchesupported Clerical Party
under its preat leador Dr. pnton Koroseo decizively goined the upper hand,
and the whole country, with the cole exespition of the city of Ljubljana,
became overwhelmingly Clerical.

5. In 1979, at the time of the inception of the dictetorship under Wing Alex-
ander, the Slovonian Liberals entered the Yuposlav Natiomal Party under
Goneral Petar Zivkovich, the only authorized political party. The Cleriocals,
on the othor hend, oxcopt for a fow short periods, remained in the opposition.
As o result of tho Clorical Party's "outlaw' status, the Liberals regained
a cortein amount of lest ground during this peried, )

8. Chon Dr, Hilan Stojadinovich eame to power follewing the death of King
Alexander, however, he eremted the JRX (the Yugoslav Radical Union) through
fusion of the Slovenisn Clericals with the lioslems of Bosnia. ‘hen Serbia
fell under the dictatorship of Stojadinovich, the Clericals assumsd full
power in Slovenia and started a relsntless crusede against the Liborals
and their institutions. Undsr this practic=1 Clerical dictatorshi:, whioch
losted until the outbreak of “orld Var II, the Liberal Party was almost
entirely destroyed.

7. Some followers of the old Liberal Party, dissatisfied with the weclmesa of
their leadors, bogan to leave its ranke and maintained themselves aloof
from politica; others began to join the ranks of the Communists for the 50X1-HUM
sole purpose of having a means to fight the Cloricals. It may thus be
soid thet tho sevon~year dictatorship of the Clerical Party is lergel
ongible for the omaeingly rapid development of communism underi—Tt{
Eoccup&tion of* Slovenia. As a result of the woakness of Liberal
lcadership not oxly did the youth gradually go over to the Commnists in
order to combat the Clericals, but in scme cases evon certain Liberoal
jonders went into tho Comunist Parbty, or, ot least, collsborated with
it for the same purpose. ) 50X1-HUM

8, ALfter o short period of enemy occupetion Clerical Porty relationships vis-
u-ris the Cormuniste clearly omorged, but the Liberals remained bowildered
and lost clmost thg estirety of thoir following.,

9, ‘Liberal Party chief Dr. Kramer, i1l and incapable of acting with decision
and affioiency, died in 1943,

10, Ivan Pugelj, devoid of all orientatlon, ravored betueon the Clericai and
Commmnist Cemps without ever achieving a clear line of action. In 1946
ho was axrested|  and sent to Decheu whore he died. 50X1-HUM
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11, Engineer Janko llackovsek, scbing in the name of Dr, Eramer, c¢ollaborated
g:tggﬂ: Clericels. In 1944 I—EE:| gont' him, t00, to Dechau vhexrs  50X1-HUM
OCo !

12, Dy, Dinka Puc who sympathized with the Communists a.lsovdied ot Dachau.

15, Dr, Drago Herusich first collaborated with General idhailovich, but lstor
went over to the Commmnists. Dr. Joze Rus and Frenc Iubej also went over
to the Communists and played an iwmportent part in their ranks.

14, For o period, & oertain group of the younger Lilerals wavered betwoen the
Clericels and tho Chetniks with, appavently, nmore sympathy for General
tihailovieh. Among them were Androj Ursich who is now living in exlle,
and Dre Branks Alujevich, D, Janko Festl, Eng. Ferling, and Dr, Vreon,
8ll of whom are now imprisoned by the Communic ts.

16, Tho World War 1Y phase, then, must be considered the Parby's "black peried”,
© and the results of tho provious athitude earry over into the present exile
phese in which the Liberals are still incapsble of achioving unity beeause
of small predorinently personal difference, :

Bo Foundation of the‘ Slovenisn Demooratic Party

164 On 14, 15 and 16 Septembor 1948, a meeting of progressive Slovenisn
politiclans wos hold at Risclone for the purpose of dissussing the presont
political situationand of promoting & progressive Slovenian porty vo
unite such pre-~war anti-clerical groups as tho Yuposlav Febional Perty,
the Yugoslav Democretic Party, and the lational Redical Perty, as well
as progrossives without previous party affilietions. - ‘ ‘

17, After the throe-day sa'ssicn it was unenimously agreed 46 promobe a single
progressive Slovenien party embodying all the fundementol prineiples  of
Viestern Democracy, end the following decisions were roochads

a. The now party will be Imown as the "Slovenlan Demooratic Party" ¢

be It will champion s united Yugoslovie oomposed of clearly defined
Slovenian, Serbian and Croetizn political units whose political
ond adminigbrative prorogetives vis-a~vis the cemtral povernment
aro to be decided by popular votes The institutional question of
ropublic vorsus monarchy is to be the subjeet of roferendum;

6. Its ohief function et the prosent time is as o politiecal body which
i1l sorve to unify progressive elements in emipgration in order that
‘thoy may rosume their political activitles an the basls of fundae
monbal democratic principles upon their return to the homaland.

¢, Composition of the Slovenian Demccretic Party

18, It may be said that the Slovene Liborals in oxils represent hardly snyone
in tho homeland. During tho recent war tholr followers Joined the
Gorzwnists and, although they sre now suffering disilluslonment, at that
tine thoy reprosentod the bulk of Partisan fighting foroes. . Although
this group is of the groatest imporbtance in any counsideration of the fubture,
the leadors in exile, becmuse they connot oount upon its support, are
working in sgreement with tho Clericals.

19, In this sense, them, Liboral léaders in exile are actlng egainst their
formepy followers, and it is thevefore impossible to regard the new Liberal
canbination, despite its fundementally sound motives, as of great politleal
importenco. Thore is tho further consideration thab most of the persone
alitios commected with the new Slovenien Democrstie Party are donsiderably
compromised by their wor-time ¢ollaberetion with the enertye
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The Slovenian Demooratic Party is camposed of the following momberss
a. Edo Antosievich - A well-knoum figure in the aporta world, Antoslevich S0X1-HUM
Tartlolpatod In the Olympic Games on several cccasions as Yugoslavia's S0X1-HUM
_representetive. | ]
\

~ [obtained a
with UNRRA in Iunieh but lost his poeition some time ago.

a post aB = sscretary
Yy

b. Dr. Stojan Bajich - A university professor snd scientist.

50X1-HUM
\
|
- I ; 50X1-HUM
¢. Engineer Ladislev Beve| . " |
endor of the Slovemian "Sokel” orpanization, | J5OX1 "HUM
Nerber of the Yugoslav
‘Vaticnel Party. : - 50X1-HUM
[ [Bewe
/ becams s momber of th
8 & me

d.

) \
e Slovenian Govermment,

\
\
Dr, Viadimir Borstnik

\
e Slovenlen lational Comﬁ

50X1-HUM
|o. lswyer by profession,
\
\\
\
L |
— ‘ , 50X1-HUM
6s Dr. Bopdan Drnovsek A lawyer,
\\
\
\
| |
'he 15 an editor] \
o 50X1-HUM
_ £» Dr. Frenc Kolterer | - | physician/
|

|
I

/J
go Engineer Iilan Lenarcich - A very woll-known industrialist from Vrhnika
near Ljubljans, |
}
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he Dro BordsIdhelioh _  _ _  |Dr, Mhelichwas.
an attornoy and judro in MNoribor before the ward \
| \
/ \
i
L R
i, Dr. Gustev Omohen - Formerly a physicien and dentiet in lMetliles
‘(Siovenialy \ _
hf) — — 50X1-HUM
[ 50X1-HUM
" Jo Dr. Janko Oroten - Formerly a bank director in pre-wer Maribor,|
[a lewyer|
1— [ 50X1-HUM
ggcmer Prokorsok - s the somof Ivan

Prokorsek, a former nbeml ‘wmembor of the Yugoslav Porlioment!

|
|
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1. Dr, Bojan Ribnikey | jhis father 50X1-HUM
L , 85 one of the original founders of the old Liboral newse
paper Jubro snd started the newspnper Veroernik|
50X1-HUM
me Enginecr Boris Sancin \
| 50X1-HUM
|
|
n. Dr. August S£iligod ﬁ\
50X1-HUM
~an atbornoy \
. | - 50X1-HUM
¢, Rado Slamo/ ‘ ﬁ\
| 50X1-HUM
Pe \niroslav Urbas ]
- | ]
L 50X1-HUM
Q. Andrej Ursich] ‘
—_—
| 50X1-HUM
Dr. Filos Vouhnik ;/

|a lawyer| |

—
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B Zivko Vodlin/

50X1-HUM
|
ts  Jozw Verbvsey ‘ _
- 50X1-HUM
ue Dr, B?nn Vosngskl | A Slovenisn Literel
PO, clax who wes _ T
50X1-HUM
for e number of years was Yugoslev " 50X1-HUM
Ambassador st Prague.
" ¥o Ivo Vrancich ] Lewyer./
/ \ 50X1-HUM
| | \

v Do licjengajes { ] formor Secrotary- SOXI-HUM
neral o e Yugoslav Datioual Party.
s

|
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D, Important Slovenss in-Exile Outside the Newly Formed Rty

50X1-HUM

2ls Among the more importent Slovonion oxiles who have remained oubtside the 50X1-HUM
newly formed Slovenian Democratic Party are tho followinge -

a. Dr, Milko Prezigsr - 4 lawyor | ‘ ‘

bs Dr. Vekoslav Buecar ‘50X1-HUM

T | a journalist by professioen; | \
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0. Dr. Ivan Farias Colk /

& lawyor, |

/

//—//l
de Dr, Eristof {or Krsto) Kezafura - A lewyer,

50X1-HUM
\

.

Sas

Dro. Franc Uacus - lacus, an engineer by profsssion,

e
fs Dre Pavle TPeglotnik |
/

\

\

\

\

\\
L
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g+ Drs Bogdan Pusenjak - A menbor of the "Sokol" organization and of
0 younger group of the Liberal Party. | ]
‘ |

) he i owrrentl
employe . — . ¥

“Bo Other Liberal Personalities

22, Though not active in exile polities, the following figures should be considexrod :
in an ovalustion of the Slovenima Liboral backgrouuds 50X1-HUM

a. Dr, Boris Furlan ~ A university proofessor /

| |

/

|

bs Dy, Otmar Pirkmmjer « A lawyor and specialist in stete Adwinistration,

50X1-HUM

6s Dre Viedimlr Suklje|

50X1-HUM

[T s now living in -

Ljubljena end working ns a lawyers
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